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Welcome to issue six of Educational Journal of Living 
Theories (EJOLTS). In this issue we offer four papers by 
authors from Germany, Ireland, England and Turkey, with 
themes ranging from improving human relationships, 
organisational development, post-primary Science 
teaching, and teacher education. A unifying message that 
emerges from these research accounts is the power that 
action research has to support one’s learning and to 
accept responsibility for one’s own learning. Each author 
offers evidence-based accounts of how they are learning 
to live their values of humanity as fully as they can within 
their particular context.  

Anke Jauch’s paper “How can I improve my 
communication with my sister so that I can lead a more 
loving, consistent and harmonious life with her?” is a 
powerful and scholarly study. Anke shows how the action 
research process helped her to heal the disruption that 
existed in her relationship with her sister caused by her 
own imprisonment during the Stasi regime. Anke includes 
her own diary entries, conversations with her sister, 
comments from family members, and her email 
correspondences with Professor Moira Laidlaw. For Anke, 
this research started as an attempt to enrich her personal 
relationship with her sister, but in the process she comes 
to a realisation that in addition the process has an 
enriching effect on herself. 
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Mary McMahon in her paper “How do I enhance motivation to learn and higher 
order cognition among students of Science through the use of a virtual learning 
environment?” demonstrates her commitment to fostering a passion for science and the 
natural world among her students. Her concern was that this was not happening in her 
practice. The motive for integrating a virtual learning environment into her practice as a 
science teacher is to introduce collaboration and dialogic co-enquiry with her students. 
Mary shows how she has developed a more facilitative role with her focus moving to 
learning and “the students {coming} to act as co-authors, assisting her in moving away 
from the authoritarian dissemination of facts.” Her use of multimedia accounts of her 
learning and the learning of her students, is impressive.  

Jacqueline Scholes-Rhodes’ paper is entitled “Exploring an extended role for coaching 
– through the eyes of an action researcher.” Jacqueline captures the reader’s imagination 
and brings us into the world of coaching. We develop a deeper understanding of key issues 
in coaching in a commercial environment. Jacqueline re-examines the idea of “exquisite 
connectivity” (Scholes-Rhodes 2002), a standard of judgement that she developed in the 
context of her doctoral research. In this paper she shows how she embodies this standard of 
judgement in her own one-to-one coaching practice. In each of the three studies Jacquelines 
reveals the qualities of her own coaching practice as well as the connectivity that has had 
significant influence on her work with clients. 

Hatice Zeynep Inan’s paper is entitled “How to improve the society-service course: 
Early childhood education (ECE) teacher-candidates’ experiences in the project: ‘Do you 
want to be a child for one-day?’”.  The project brings preschoolers and university students 
together in a one day festival that provides an opportunity for them to work in art, science, 
maths, drama, and dance.  Her paper provides insights into educational practice in creativity 
and creative thinking for early childhood educator teacher candidates at a Turkish university.  

EJOLTS is distinguished from other Journals because of its commitment to publishing 
multi-media living theory accounts of practitioner-researchers from a wide range of social, 
cultural and professional contexts.  It is with this commitment in mind that we announce 
that the 11th DIVERSE International Conference will be hosted in Dublin City University 
(http://www.dcu.ie) from June 28th-30th, 2011. The theme of the 2011 conference will be 
“Creativity - Enhancing Our Vision of the Future” (http://www.diverseireland.com). The aim 
is to enhance the use of visual media in teaching, learning and creative inquiry. Anyone who 
produces, uses or wants to use visual media in their practice and production of their living 
theory, or do research within this area is invited to submit their paper to the conference for 
consideration for publication in EJOLTS.   
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